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Image: John Tonkin, Surface (Stranger in a Strange Land), 2013, video still courtesy the artist and Breenspace, Sydney 
 
‘I'm much more fascinated in how we think about 
how we think, than I am in the actual process of 
thought itself. These attitudes and beliefs about 
thinking underlie how we inhabit both ourselves 
and the world.’                                             JT 
 
Breenspace is proud to present two responsive 
video works by John Tonkin that continue his 
ongoing research into perception and cognition; 
exploring ideas of interiority and presence. 
Experiments in Proximity, relates to the underlying 
interactivity that is controlling these works but also, 
perhaps more importantly, to the idea of proximity 
as a concept for thinking about how we perceive 
and exist in the world. 
 
We encounter a swimmer hovering underwater, and 
other moments from everyday life; a bar, a bus 
journey, an exhibition opening, and the shared 

space that is created when we move through the 
world with another. The viewer is located within a 
kind of first-person temporal play made up from 
different moments of lived experience. The sensor-
driven interactive video systems respond to the 
viewer’s proximity to the screen, forming a dynamic 
coupling between the motion of the user’s body 
and the resulting real-time manipulation of video 
and sound.  
 
These works explore the dynamic tension between 
retreating from and attending to the world, and hint 
at the fragmented nature of our internal and external 
identity. 
 
 
For further information, images or interviews 
with the artist, please contact 
media@breenspace.com

Artist biography. John Tonkin explores interactivity as 
a site for physical and mental play. Selected solo 
exhibitions include A Biology of Cognition, 
BREENSPACE, Sydney (2011); 45. Vinculum, 
Artspace, Sydney (2005); Strange Weather 
(prototype v0.1), Experimental Art Foundation, 
Adelaide (2003); meniscus, Centre for Contemporary 
Photography, Melbourne (2002); Personal Eugenics, 
Ipswich Art Gallery, Queensland, Queensland Art 
Gallery, Artspace, Sydney, Experimenta, Linden 
Gallery, Melbourne and Canberra Contemporary Art 

Space (1999–2001). Group exhibitions include 
Signs of Life, 17th International Symposium on 
Electronic Art (ISEA), Istanbul (2011); Nightshifters, 
Performance Space, Sydney, (2010); Mirror States, 
Moving Image Centre, Auckland NZ & Campbelltown 
Arts Centre, NSW (2008); National New Media Art 
Award Exhibition, Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane 
(2008); MOVE: Video Art in Schools, Kaldor Art 
Projects; Digital Sublime: New Masters of Universe, 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei (2004); and 
Ozone, Pompidou Center, Paris (2003).

 
For further information or images, please contact media@breenspace.com or call (02) 9283 1113 


